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SOLEMNITY OF CHRISTMAS. Year A. 2022. GOD IS WITH US  

I wish to welcome you all to this special day set aside to honor the birthday of Jesus. 

There are numerous celebrations in the world, but Christmas is the most honored 

and celebrated all over the world; it is not a celebration of Christians only, but the 

entire universe come to acknowledge the importance of this celebration because, it 

is a celebration of one who frees the entire world from sin, irrespective of our race 

or creed.  

Christmas is a celebration of love: from time immemorial God has been 

communicating himself to the world through the prophets, this time around he 

revealed himself through his son Jesus, who was born through a woman, Blessed 

Virgin Mary. He is whom Zechariah prophesies in his Canticle in the gospel of Luke 

1:68-73 " Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel! He has visited his people and 

redeemed them. He has raised up for us a mighty savior in the house of David his 

servant, as he promised by the lips of holy men, those who were his prophets from 

of old. A savior who would free us from our foes, from the hands of all who hate us. 

So, his love for our fathers is fulfilled and his holy covenant remembered. He swore 

to Abraham our father to grant us, that free from fear, and saved from the hands of 

our foes, we might serve him in holiness and justice all the days of our life in his 

presence”. 

Anytime I reflect on the celebration of Christmas, I am happy not because of the 

activities that goes with the celebration, but because I am celebrating my redemption 

as prophet Zechariah proclaimed in the gospel of Luke: He will give light to those 

in the darkness those who dwell in the shadow of death and guide us into the way of 

peace. 1:79. 

Today we are celebrating the birthday of one who will guide us toward peace. This 

was affirmed in the gospel of John 14: 27 " Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 

you. I do not give to you as the world gives. So, do not let your hearts be troubled 

and do not be afraid”. It is no doubt our world is becoming tense and threatened due 

to some factors such as the prevalent case of life-terminal illnesses, which are on the 

increase, despite the advancement of science and technology, hatred and War on a 

daily basis, injustices and marginalization of the poor and less privileged, Right to 

do what you want, and not what you ought to do, is given a place in our nations 

constitution at the detriment of the sanctity of human life: Oh what a displacement 

of priority! Public resources are used for selfish interest. The family, which is 
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supposed to be a unifying factor and a model to society, is becoming so divisive; in 

a world like this one can not but to express fear and worries.  

The event of Christmas is a celebration of hope that we are not left alone, God has 

visited his people not only in history, but he will dwell in us. He will surely free us 

from all fears and from the hands of our enemies. Prophet Isaiah declares “For the 

sake of Jerusalem I will not be quiet until her vindication shines forth like the dawn 

and her victory like a burning torch. In the same way, for your sake today, the one 

who comes to dwell in us, will grant you favor, you shall be called his Delight. 

Tomorrow the wickedness of the earth will be destroyed the savior of the world will 

reign over us. (Gospel acclamation of Christmas Vigil).  

Today we who are privilege to celebrate birth of Jesus, must change the narrative of 

this world: As Jesus came to save us from sin, we must forgive others, as he loves 

us beyond all telling, we should extent our love to humanity; as he became flesh, we 

must work to become divine through the works of charity and humility.  

Amidst the present challenges of this world, he assured us to be with us, to console 

us to heal us and to restore our broken homes and the world at large. Finally, our 

Christmas can only be fulfilled when we extend love and show respect to one 

another. Merry Christmas and prosperous New Year in advance  

 

Peace,  

Fr. Jingbe Simon 


